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THE “INTERPRETATIONS” STANDARD 
ENGLISH BRAILLE 


Loomis 


THERE ARE CURRENT today many comments 
and discussions about the various “interpre- 
tations” the rules Standard English 
Braille. (By Standard English Braille 
meant Grades and II; Grade One and 
Half Braille not part it.) One finds 
Standard English Braille written many 
forms, and, for this reason, the assumption 
made that the rules are vague and subject 
divers “interpretations.” With the exception 
Rule 34, all the rules were clear; they 
not all cases cover unusual and infre- 
quent problems that may arise, but the rules 
that exist and the ground they cover are very 
clear and the point. 

Rule was ambiguous; there one 
who will dispute that fact. Its ambiguity was 
intentional and was the means effecting 
uniform type for the English-speaking coun- 
tries. answer questions which arose 
tegard the new system, committee 
five members was appointed, This committee, 


which afterwards became known 
American Braille Commission, consisted 
two members appointed the American 
Association Workers for the Blind, two 
appointed the American Association In- 
structors the Blind, and one the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind. The Com- 
mission was given authority act behalf 
these agencies the maintenance 
standard braille code, provided that the Key 
Standard English Braille was not altered 
revised. 

Rule which was causing the most con- 
fusion and lack uniformity the writing 
embossed books follows: 


Contractions forming parts words should 
not used when they are likely lead ob- 
scurity recognition pronunciation, and 
therefore they should not overlap well-defined 
syllable divisions. Word signs should used 
sparingly the middle words unless they 
form distinct syllables. Special care should 
taken avoid undue contraction words 


relatively infrequent occurrence. (See Appen- 
dix B.) 

When words are divided the end line, 
the division must the end syllable. 


Double Letter Signs are not con- 
sidered lead obscurity because they retain 
their original letter form. 


This rule quoted more often than any 
other, but, the quoting the “See Ap- 
pendix and “Note” are generally, not 
always, omitted. This omission calls mind 
the famous author who once said, care not 
you read public every letter have ever 
written provided you read the letter.” 

This Appendix headed “Supplement 
Rule 34” and shows examples illustrating 


preferred usage contractions. the 


amples the word towards which divided 
to-wards Webster’s Dictionary—the au- 
thority used for syllable division. Towards 
written with the contraction and the word 
underived contains the contraction er. This 
supplement also gives other examples con- 
tractions being used overlap syllable divi- 
sions, such one being contracted the 
words money and honest. 

Rule the best known rule number, 
but only one the many rules contained 
the Key. Rule also included the 
official rules Standard English Braille. This 


latter rule states: 


The contraction for ea, dot may used 
only when these letters occur between two letters 
(or contractions) the same word one line— 
may never begin end word. should 
always used preference such words 
hear, dearth, etc. should not employed 
where the letters and belong separate well- 
defined syllables react, readdress, preamble, 
but would permissible realize. See 
Rule 34. 


This above rule very plainly shows that the 
term “well-defined” does not apply all 
syllable divisions, for distinctly states that 
the contraction permissible realize 
which divided with the accent 
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the first syllable. One must admit that, 
though the rule needed further amplification, 
there can doubt that contractions may 
used overlap syllable divisions and that 
full syllabication not justifiable 
tation.” 

further emphasize that fact that the 
rules Standard English Braille not 
mit legitimate interpretation full syllabi- 
cation, there also Rule 35. This rule 


the same space saved, simple 
tions are better than two-celled word signs, 
“haddock” not haddock. 


This gives the preference the contraction 
which overlaps the syllable division, for the 
word divided 

Even before the American Braille Commis 
sion met and issued its decisions, was per- 
fectly clear that Standard English Braille did 
not include full syllabication. After the second 
meeting the Commission issued the follow- 
ing: “It was found that the simple rule 
served printing Grade One and Half, 
that contraction should overlap syllable 
division, could not practically applied 
Grade for various reasons, one which 
was the fact that many contractions peculiar 
Grade such ally, ity, ation contained 
more than one syllable.” The contractions 
ever, under, character, many, and some others 
also contain more than one syllable and the 
supplement Rule shows that the con- 
traction ever should used clever and 
several and under thunder. The double 
letter signs bb, cc, dd, and would also 
practically unused with the adoption 
bication—these contractions may not begin 
nor end word but are used between other 
letters These contractions, 
therefore, overlap syllable divisions the greater 
part the time accent, abbey, 
giggle, muffin, hidden, rubbish, rubber, rob- 
ber, etc. Since Rule also states that “double 
letter signs are not considered lead ob- 
scurity because they retain their original letter 


form” 
Here 
contract 
flicted 
were 
appoint 
correct 
Its add: 
appeare 
ments 
cisions 
the 
and 
person. 
Ther 
would 
Standa 
right 
Standa 
the fol 
tractior 
ally 
The 
would 
muffs, 
would 
draftin 
How 
mothe 
land 
lowed 
But 
are fac 
self—f 
may 
Use 
thunder 
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form” their use these words correct. 
Here again Rule very definitely shows that 
contractions may overlap syllable divisions. 

their additional decisions, the Commis- 
son made one two rulings which con- 
with the already existing rules. These 
were dropped that practically all its de- 
the Commission was officially 
appointed make them—are used the 
correct writing Standard English Braille. 
Its additional decisions regard Rule 
appeared the form word list with com- 
ments giving the policies which the de- 
cisions were based. this list that used 
the Project, Books for the Adult Blind, 
and does not, many people imagine, rep- 
resent the policies and decisions any one 
person. 

There are, undoubtedly, many people who 
would like see full syllabication part 
Standard English Braille. One has perfect 
right wish it, but one not justified 
Standard English Braille. With syllabication 
the following facts must faced. The con- 
tractions ation, ity, ever, under, many and 
ally would automatically out the system. 
The double letter signs cc, dd, ff, 
would appear only few words odds, 
muffs, ebbs, eggs, ruffs, etc. Many other rules 
would have redrafted and, this re- 
drafting, various other problems would arise. 
How about the contractions for father and 
mother? Would they permissible father- 
land and motherly? under would per- 
missible underneath, would also al- 
lowed 

But syllabication necessary im- 
some would have believe? Here 
are facts which the reader can check for him- 
self—facts which the average advocate full 
for Standard English Braille 
may not realize. All words are divided the 


supplement Rule shows that the preferred 
contractions permits the contraction under 
thunder and undertake but not underived. 


dictionaries—but not always the same 
setting type for letter-press books 
printers not divide words groups 
syllables; the word treated unit, and 
only the end line the case divided 
words does syllabication 
inkprint books, words divided the ends 
lines are divided-according syllables; the 
same done braille. word, braille, 
must always divided according syllable 
the end line; any deviation from this 
rule the fault the stereotyper writer 
and not the rules 

Webster’s Dictionary (ink edition) the 
word difference shown being 
and the definition given “state, quality, 
measure being different unlike.” 
the definition the word different set type 
like the one shown here. other words, 
although the dictionary shows that the divi- 
sion between the two and the accent 
falls the first syllable, appears type 
(inkprint) that joins the letters and dis- 
tinctly overlaps the syllable division. Still an- 
other type shows the letters joined, and 
this method employed even though over- 
laps syllable divisions domestic, 
and also used overlap sylla- 
ble divisions inspector and 
this combination letters not, however, 
Braille contraction? 

Lexicographers not agree syllable 
division, another thing which makes the 
value full syllabication questionable. The 
table below shows the way various words are 
given the different dictionaries: 


Webster Webster Funk and Oxford 
1936 1938 Wagnalls 

li-bra-ry li-bra-ry lib’rary 
ev-er-y ev-er-y eve-ry 
va-ri-ous var-i-ous® va-ri-ous 
con-ven-ience con-ven-ience 
Jan-u-a-ry Jan-u-a-ry Jan’uary 


This change which the appears the same syl- 
lable instead different syllables has been made very 
large number of words. 


2Type taken from the Customs’ pamphlet 
printed the United States. 


al- 
nay 
the 
per- 
tion 
mis- 
did 
cond 
lable 
uliar 
tions 
thers 
the 
con- 
ouble 
begin 
other 
tions, 
reater 
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The extent which the syllable divisions 
vary further evidenced paragraph 
which appeared Red Cross Manual 
1925 when Funk and Wagnalls’ Dictionary 
was the authority used for syllabication 
Grade One and Half. The Manual stated: 


While the division words given any stand- 
ard dictionary accepted, proof-readers follow 
Funk and Wagnalls’ New Standard Dictionary 
(unabridged) and Funk and Wagnalls’ Desk 
Standard Dictionary (price $2.25 $2.75). 
Syllabication these two editions identical. 
Other dictionaries and other editions Funk 
and Wagnalls’ vary 


Not only lexicographers fail agree, 
but Webster’s Dictionary altered its decisions 
that braille books embossed prior 1938 
which adopted full syllabication will show 
vastly different method contracting from 
those embossed after that date. The syllable 
division word not very definite and 
settled thing nor one upon which every 
one agrees. Prior 1932, when Grade One 
and Half braille was the official system, 
syllabication was adopted and the authority 
for the division syllables was Funk and 
Wagnalls’ Dictionary. For many years, work- 
ers had been obliged rewrite page after 
page because the common error using 
contraction when overlapped syllable di- 
vision—that the syllable division Funk 
and Wagnalls. was incorrect use the 
contraction words like everything, 
everybody, etc. For fifteen years had been 
wrong use the contraction because the 
syllable division. Then, after the entrance 
Standard English Braille, Webster’s Diction- 
ary was adopted the authority and, al- 
though the rules syllabication had not 
any way been altered Grade One and Half, 
suddenly became error not use the 
contraction. 

this writer has pointed out many times, 
the cases bad overlapping Standard 


Braille Transcribing—A Manual, 1925, page 12. Pub- 
the American Red Cross. 


Grad 
contain 
syllable 
like 
drug, 
possibi 
being 

tion 
insure 
word 
Comm 
Books 

rules 
blame 
which 
tractio 
tractio 
gro 
and 
their 
that 
the 
Colun 
and, 
used 
stand 
the 
very 


English Braille are very few compared with 
Grade One and Half braille. The 
tional contractions lessen rather than add 
the bad overlapping syllable The 
additional contractions are, for the greate 
part, complete syllables with little oppor. 
tunity for confusion the part the 
such ount, ound, ness, less, tion, ation, ity, 
ance, ence, there, these, ought, whose, those 
through, spirit, cannot, some, right, father 
time, under, young, character, ong, ful, sion, 
ment, etc. 

Instances which most these 
tions could used overlap well-defined 
syllable division explained Rule 
few and far between. The writer does not 
claim that they not exist, but 
glance them will show that they would 
not confusing the reader. The 
can Braille Commission, its word 
shows very clearly when the 
may and may not used and has 
nated all cases overlapping. Many 
the contractions Standard English 
are already restricted the rules themselves: 
be, con, dis are prohibited from ever being 
used except first syllable the beginning 
word line; ing may not used the 
beginning word which removes bad 
overlapping syllable divisions words like 
ingrown, ingratiate, inglorious, 
etc. 

The contraction ness removes many 
bad overlapping the contractions 
and words like business, easiness, hap- 
piness, dizziness, cuteness, 
ness, sleepiness, etc. This 
contraction removes innumerable cases 
serious overlapping which would arise 
Grade One and Half braille without the 
benefit This, like many 
other contractions which appear Standard 
English Braille Grade and which were not 
used Grade One and Half braille, lessen 
rather than add the bad overlapping 
syllable divisions. 


turn, 
” 
tion 
woul 
end 
“ 
wheth 


ctions 
elves: 
being 
the 
bad 
like 
dient, 
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Grade One and Half braille did not 


contain the contraction which, has al- 


ready been stated, used only first 


syllable. would contracted words 


like be-rate, be-reave, be-deck, be-dim, be- 
drug, be-nign, etc. and thereby removes the 
possibility the contractions er, ed, from 
being used. 

longer necessary have syllabica- 
tion Standard English Braille order 
insure uniform embossing because the 
word list issued the American Braille 
Commission and adopted the Project, 
Books for the Adult Blind. 

Other different “interpretations” various 
rules also arise and, again, the rules are 
blamed for not being clear. One question 
which has arisen whether not the con- 
traction can used part word con- 
traction words like Toronto, tomato, etc. 
group workers had adopted this practice 
and claimed that they were entitled their 
“interpretation.” They were not entitled 
their “interpretation” for the rule regarding 
that point clearly worded and the point. 
the Key, the contraction column 
words under the heading “Word 
Column Standing alone.” Rule very 
clearly states that “The contractions 
Column Word Signs, with the exception 
and, for, of, the, with, be, and in, may only 
used for the whole words for which they 
stand; nothing may added them except 
the apostrophe punctuation signs.” That 
very definitely proves that the contraction 
whole word, and that definitely 
barred part-word contraction. This, 
turn, was followed different “interpreta- 
whether not the contraction 
would used the word stood alone the 
end line. Again the rule clear. Rule 
states: “The contractions for to, into, and 
are always written close the 


the Key the definition Word Sign given 
contraction which used express whole word, 
whether occupies one two cells.” 


word letter which follows (The 
italics are mine.) the contractions are al- 
ways written close the word letter 
which follows, then quite evident that 
the contraction should not used express 
when the word following the begin- 
ning the next line. 

Another variatien the writing braille 
occurs the words to-day, to-night, and to- 
morrow. These words should never writ- 
ten with the contraction to. The Key 
Standard English Braille (ink edition) lists 
the abbreviated words with all contractions 
shown italics; the the words to-day, 
to-night, and to-morrow not italicized. 
There still further proof that the contrac- 
tion should not used these words: 
Rule states that “The contractions for 
into and may never joined other 
words the hyphen form compound 
words.” 

Another word which causes some 
fusion the minds embossers the word 
street. Here again hear about “different 
interpretations.” The rules are not blame 
for they are perfectly clear. The word street 
not contraction, and the writing 
not even mentioned the official rules. The 
question which did arise was whether not 
the contraction could used writing 
St. The rules very definitely state that 
the contraction may used ordinal 
numbers, and the American Braille Com- 
mission decided that “the contraction pre- 
ceded the capital sign and followed the 
period may used express the abbrevia- 
tions for ‘street’ and ‘saint’.” [Italics are mine.] 
Despite the clarity the ruling, many writers 
consider the word street contraction. 

careful study the rules Standard 
English Braille and adherence them will 
insure uniformity; will give the readers 
the distinct advantage always having the 
same word written the same way under 
similar circumstances. The more one studies 
the rules, the less likely try alter 


The 

Cater 

hose, 

sion, 

fined 

are 

not 

vould 

cases 

ise 

the 

many 

not 

lessen | 


them and the more will realize that 
“alterations” cause confusion and lack 
uniformity. There are many who not like 
the new system, but those who really know 
are enthusiastically its favor. The braille 
system itself, which now over one hundred 
years old and used all civilized countries, 
was bitterly condemned when first ap- 
peared. For many years before Braille devised 
his system, and even afterward, most educa- 
tors felt that the ideal raised type was one 
which represented the letter formation. Arbi- 
trary types were always considered undesir- 
able, for many feared that they would tend 
isolate the blind. Braille, Moon, and 
Frére all devised arbitrary systems, and 
always most interesting note that these 
three men were themselves blind. all the 
systems devised for the blind, two remain 
present-day usage: the systems Braille and 
Moon. But the braille system has not always 
been popular. 1853, the following com- 
ments were published England: 


cannot yet fairly arrive any practical 
conclusion the utility this [braille] most 
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ingenious system, has been but lately 
adopted the French schools. frequent visit 
made the Blind School Paris, during the 
reign Louis Philippe, the alphabetical system 
was exclusively used. Many books were printed 
that system, and was only during the las 
year that the ‘chiffres’ Braille had not only 
been approved Dufour, but the 
exclusion all other systems for teaching the 
Blind read. Surely, success all tes 
merit, this was unwise act. 

pour les jeunes 
Paris, has the advantage able director 
Monsieur Dufour, whose intimate 
with the Blind, their wants, and ways second 
that other savant. After devoting 
attention the subject, now recommends 
system revised dots preference all others; 
and has, unfortunately, given printing 
raised alphabetical letters, after many years 
merited success. the surprise many, 
ing the lower-case Roman type, has now been 
discontinued, and this new arbitrary system 
dots adopted throughout the French schools; its 
only recommendation being simplicity and 
pactness. The use abbreviations renders 
ferior the plan Abbé Carton, and thus 
liable the same objections and the same fate 
those Lucas, Frére and 
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THE DEVELOPMENT INTEGRATED PROGRAM 
FOR THE BLIND 


ScHUMACHER 


THE HUMAN SCENE viewed retrospect 
observe theories and practices, which are 
accepted with equanimity one decade, 
significantly modified the next. The im- 
pact new data furnished study and re- 
plus the increment further ex- 
perience, makes this inevitable. Without 
public understanding and acceptance, how- 
ever, such change likely greatly re- 
tarded. 

Similarly, the development Institu- 
tion, Cause, Movement may seen 
affected contemporary forces. glance 
the manner which have solved at- 
tempted solve the human problems each 
generation illustrates this point. the early 
part this century, our social ills were cor- 
rected the application general pallia- 
tives. concentrated the symptoms, 
and either ignored, failed recognize, 
their roots. pacified. Later, with grim 
mien, largely accelerated the 
Great War, segregated and individualized 
and probed each factor and element 
given problem, and dealt with each 
entity. Undifferentiated pacification gave 
way individual differentiation. speci- 
fied, This brought well into the twenties, 
and, with major economic upheaval 
harass during this last decade, our real 
venture has been merge our economic with 
our social concerns scale never before 
imagined. The drive create and spread 
employment, both public and private, was 


intended keep many people possible 


work, and those for whom work could 
found were secured against need and want 
the limit each community’s resources, 
modified its sense social obligation. 


The work and for the blind, developing 
has during this century through its 
schools, agencies, institutions, 
forms organized service, has followed 
these same general trends, affected the 
cultural, scientific, and economic currents 
the day. The first quarter the century 
saw, among other things, the growth many 
new educational, vocational, 
tional features relation blindness. Many 
these had their roots deeply imbedded 
the past, but the majority developed out 
the growing consciousness and need their 
time. The score years from 1905 1925 
witnessed the organizing private agencies 
practically every major city the state, 
whose general purposes were, 
formly, improve the educational, indus- 
trial, and social condition the blind. Other 
organizations were laying new stress 
sight-saving and prevention blindness, 
while still other efforts were being exerted 
the direction recreation and the fine arts. 
This period also saw the establishment 
Commission which, the main, was formed 
improve the condition the blind the 
state through teaching, training, and ameli- 
orating, well make inquiries and 
gather and disseminate information all 
vital matters pertaining blindness. 

The depression, creating, did, series 
major social problems among the popula- 
tion large, did not spare the blind its 
onslaught upon many the positive forces 
which men live. The great need the 
age was, and still is, social and economic 
security. Seen pressing social problem 
the National Government, the Social Security 
Act was passed 1935. 
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During its 1936-1937 session the New York 
State Legislature passed 
which was added the Public Welfare Law 
and constituted Article XIII, entitled “As- 
sistance the Blind.” Though relief the 
needy blind had been granted the locali- 
ties for many years, this act for the first time 
involved state and federal funds (as well 
local funds) assisting this group. May, 
year 1937, this new law effected the following 
changes: 


transferred the administration the 
program for needy blind from County 
Boards Supervisors County and 
City Commissioners Public Welfare. 

re-aligned the supervisory functions 
the State Department Social Welfare 
and made the program co-ordinate with 
other forms public assistance. 

made the program and the financial 
support thereof mandatory every 
public welfare district the state. 

ments. 


Naturally, due the general shifts taking 
place this program time when the 
entire public assistance structure the state, 
both the localities and the state itself, 
was being radically recast, considerable at- 
tention was focused upon those problems 
need first consideration. Efforts were made 
carry over old practices with view con- 
tinuing grants and services the needy blind 
without undue interruption 
until new ones could effectively replace 
them. The most noteworthy feature this 
new law its provisions favoring the blind 
who are employed, are awaiting employment, 
are training, are receiving higher educa- 
tion. Thus, concerns itself with establish- 
ing the blind situations where they become 
partly wholly self-maintaining, wherever 
possible. 

Viewed from broad standpoint, one sees 
four major phases through which this pro- 
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gram has passed the three years its exist. 
The first these the transition phase 
when responsibilities were transferred from 
Boards Supervisors Commissioners and 
the provisions the old law were superseded 
the new. This involved also changes 
sonnel, appropriations, and 
Recipients were also informed the change 
the agencies which they were now 
turn for assistance. The second was the phase 
orientation during which the public wel- 
fare officials and their associates, well 
those who received assistance, acquainted 
themselves more completely with the new law, 
its purport and application. The third phase 
was the period integration characterized 
the development relationships between 
agencies, public and private, and their staffs, 
around various important aspects the Blind 
Assistance program. During this phase, 
ance was formally created and began its 
functions advisory body this entire 
program. The fourth phase that special- 
ization through which the program now 
passing. Through Supervisors Blind 
sistance, well through the experience 
and perspective gained the past three years, 
more detailed and careful work being done 
scrutinizing objectives, policies, and other 
developments order improve the work 
being done for individual blind persons under 
this program. 

one these phases has well-defined 
beginning. Overlapping they do, they 
naturally have tendency affect one an- 
other. The first two may regarded the 
obvious developments which take place 
the inception any new program. The 
phases integration and specialization, how- 
ever, are very closely related, one the 
other, and represent index the refine- 
ments which develop where thought and 
planning are present. 

From the very outset, and, matter 
fact, prior the passage the new 
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agencies representing the blind con- 
ferred with the State Commissioner Social 
Welfare and members his staff laying 
out the direction which this new program 
might take. Occasional meetings were held 
during each year which time the positive 
developments well the negative aspects 
were fully discussed. Patience and forebear- 
ance were the watchwords during the 
earlier months when staff reorganizations 
and changes policies were taking place 
the field public welfare administration 
greater rate than had ever before been true. 

The Statewide Committee Blind As- 
sistance was organized during the latter 
months the year 1938 and began its work 
earnest early 1939. was expansion 
smaller committee serving in- 
formal basis prior that time and grew out 
the recommendations that committee. 
the State Federation Workers for the 
Blind, two representing the Greater New 
York Council Agencies for the Blind, and 
three representing the State Department 
Social Welfare, acts advisory and 
consultative body, spokesman for private 
and public agencies alike. Its motivation for 
considering the developments the entire 
program comes chiefly from the desire 
improve administrative practices the end 
that they serve more adequately the needy 
blind who are under its care. 

The Committee, the course its work 
during the past year, has slowly developed 


out the divers viewpoints 


motivations represented. has thus become 
truly co-operative enterprise the private 
associations interested the welfare the 
blind, the Commission for the Blind with its 
Preventive, educational, and consultant serv- 
ices, and the new administration Blind 
Assistance growing out the Social Security 
Act. has thus provided new medium 
which relative adequacy through financial 
and social care for individuals can 


achieved. The State Department naturally 
reserves the option adapting the work 
the Committee its own administra- 
tive responsibilities. Since law held 
accountable the citizens the state for the 
proper carrying out the provisions that 
law, bears the complete obligation for the 
formulating rules and policies whereby the 
program proceeds. The Committee, the 
other hand, fulfills several important func- 
tions which neither the private agencies nor 
the State Department could achieve them- 
selves. general, they may classified 
follows: 


The Committee serves liaison group 
between the private agencies and the local 
and state agencies. 

provides consultation and advice 
principles and policies covering the admin- 
istration this program. 

interprets the program official and 
lay groups. 

interprets the needs and wants the 
blind the agencies administering the pro- 
gram. 

reviews progress the program 
through field reports, conferences with local 
representatives, statistical studies, etc. 

reviews the developments the pro- 
gram with view advising needed 
legislation order further strengthen its 
administration. 

gives sponsorship, prestige, and co- 
hesion the entire program. 


the work the committee has been 
necessary make careful distinction be- 
tween those agencies responsible for admin- 
istering the program and the agency charged 
with the responsibility for supervising it. The 
granting assistance needy blind persons 
the responsibility the local Public Wel- 
fare Commissioner. This involves, among 
other things, providing adequately for all 
those unable maintain themselves. Fur- 


thermore, whenever possible, administers 
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such care and treatment may restore per- 
sons condition self-support. Hence, 
through his office all applicants for, and 
recipients of, public assistance are visited 
his staff periodically order that proper care 
and supervision families and individuals 
may rendered all times. 

The administrative functions carried 
the office the local public welfare com- 
missioner include intake; supervision and in- 
vestigation; clearing eye classifications; secur- 
ing reports earnings; making collateral 
calls; determining the amount grants with 
consideration given all assets including in- 
surance, property, bank accounts, earnings, 
etc.; issuing and accounting for grants 
through semi-monthly monthly checks; and 
reporting essential data case load, applica- 
tions, obligations incurred, etc., through statis- 
tical forms. 

From the supervisory point view, the 
State Department Social Welfare has two 
primary functions: 


establish, strengthen and maintain 
standards accordance with the Public 
Welfare Law and related statutes. 


reimburse local departments for ex- 
penditures made according rules and 
regulations formulated the State De- 
partment. 


These functions the State Department 
with particular reference the Assistance 
the Blind program are carried out through 
the following administrative units: 


The Bureau Services for the Blind, 
responsible for the classification eye 
conditions, and the rendering various 
services, preventive, educational, em- 
ployment, etc., blind persons through- 
out the state. 

The Bureau Public Assistance, pri- 
marily responsible for the collection 
all pertinent information concerning 
the Assistance the Blind program 


with view formulating policies and 
methods its administration; devising 
operating manuals and guides sound 
administration generally 
the interpretation the program 
through the area staffs. 


The Bureau Accounting, where all 
direct and indirect payment rolls, claims 
for reimbursement, and other account- 
ing matters are carefully reviewed and 
recorded. 


The Bureau Research and Statistics 
which gathers monthly figures all 
important aspects the program for 
the official record the department 
and makes studies based upon statistical 
data accumulated, when occasion 
mands. 


The Area Offices, under the direction 
the Regional Welfare Office, which 
are located and serve adjacent territory 
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Bing- 
hamton, Albany, suburban New York, 
and metropolitan New York. The chief 
functions the Area Offices are the 
carrying out all operations the 
State Department the field, which 
include: supervision all Public 
ance programs, Children’s Services, In- 
stitutions, etc.; consultant services 
medical, legal, fiscal, statistical, and 
other professional and technical prob- 
lems. The Area Offices officially repre- 
sent the State Department the 
tory which they are located all 
matters which law are under the 
department’s jurisdiction. 


These are the major units through which 
this program operates the department, 
though other bureaus are very often 
sulted special phases arising the course 
the program’s development. 

Among the many topics which the 
mittee has considered during the past twelve 
months, the following are listed typical: 


practice 
the 


state; 

State 
tors 
gram; 
the 
each 
statistic 
what 
lation 

future 
York, 

flected 


INTEGRATED PROGRAM FOR THE BLIND 


practices various welfare districts which 
questionable; experience gathered 
the Supervisors Blind Assistance their 
field work; progress made liberalizing the 
concept Blind Assistance throughout the 
state; specific policies formulated the 
State Department and considered before final 
release; the point view the Area Direc- 
tors and their staffs supervising this pro- 
gram; the relationships developed between 
the local private and public agencies, and 
each these with the Area Offices; the 
statistical picture reviewed periodically and 
what signifies; and, finally, proposed legis- 
lation and its soundness relation the 
future the program. Since great deal 
Committee work done among agencies 
for the blind, especially Greater New 
York, such deliberations are 
flected the Statewide Committee. 

high point the Committee’s brief his- 
tory can said have been reached during 


the Annual Meeting the State Federation 
Workers for the Blind held Bingham- 
ton October and 1939. This con- 
ference, which evidenced careful planning 
throughout, supplied appreciative and 
well-informed audience “listen in” and 
participate the Committee’s official dis- 
cussion. The genuine interest manifested 
that time and since, has given great stimulus 
exploring further the areas which have 
thus far been fruitfully opened. This rep- 
resentative panel indeed co-operative 
means attaining desirable ends, and not 
the least its virtues the recognition that 
concerned with dynamic program. 
remains, then, only for its advocates and 
counsellors recognize its possibilities. One 
thing certain—such groups serve nobly 
pointing the way the achievement 
well-integrated program for the blind 
throughout the State New York. 
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PREVENTION BLINDNESS AND DEVELOPMENTS 
UNDER THE SOCIAL SECURITY 


Perer 


ject broad the one assigned today 
with few historical facts and possibly 
smattering statistics. But sure can 
assumed that those here assembled know 
that aid for the blind did not begin 1935 
with the passage the Social Security Act. 
also assumed that there necessity 
emphasize the size the problem, particu- 
larly terms coverage and cost. Certainly 
from operating point view, given com- 
petent administrative direction 
ably adequate funds, the central problem 
with which are here concerned manage- 
able within the limits scientific and social 
skills. times have think pretty 
largely terms organization, dollars, 
averages, trends, and forth, but our 
primary concern this occasion certainly 
not with these. 

Our concern with people and, specifi- 
cally, people who are either actual poten- 
tial victims handicap that large ex- 
tent preventable, that more limited ex- 
tent correctible, and that extent not 
yet fully appreciated can made more so- 
cially endurable. within the areas 
prevention, correction, and social adjustment 
that accomplishment must measured. 

Since the passage the Social Security 
Act, 1935, forty-one states, the Territory 
Hawaii, and the District Columbia have 
enacted legislation enabling them 
operate the Federal-State programs for aid 


views expressed herein are those 
the writer and are not necessarily the views the 
Social Security Board. 

paper read the Annual Conference the Na- 
tional Society for the Prevention Blindness, October, 
1939. 


the blind. Each the co-operating 
under its approved plan, gives assurance that 
the program effect throughout the 
and either administered surpervised bya 
single state agency; that the state 
pating financially the program; and that 
applicants for assistance, whose claims are 
denied, will given “fair hearing” before 
the responsible state agency. The Federal act 
further provides that state plan shall 
approved containing any citizenship require- 
ment which would exclude any citizen the 
United States, nor may exclude, for reasons 
residence, any applicant who has resided 
the state five years during the nine years 
immediately preceding application and one 
year continuously immediately preceding. 

These developments under the Social Se- 
curity Act are indeed encouraging. the 
man the street undoubtedly seems that 
society doing pretty well least some 
forty-five thousand fellow citizens who are 
need and have the added misfortune 
being blind. But those who are not 
satisfied with surface facts these develop- 
ments represent only beginning. 

cannot think terms legislation 
and money alone. What does all this mean 
Mr. Smith Mrs. Jones the sparsely 
settled sections our country, far removed 
mologist? Looking forward assistance 
check each month may some comfort, 
The check, must remembered, almost 
$4.00 more the average than his aged 
neighbor gets who also need but who 
still has his sight. want say this 
time that that $4.00 represents society’s bonus 
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for loss sight and the attendant social and 
economic handicaps that flow 
satisfied see these financial programs be- 
come the modern substitute for the alms- 
house poor relief? 

The men and women who have fought 
long, and often lonely, battle for the recogni- 
tion blindness socially and scientifi- 
cally manageable problem, sure, shud- 
der the thought that financial assistance 
bare subsistence level can stand alone 
answer their challenge. Only the extent 
that assistance coupled with individually 
directed service can the challenge met 
basis that consistent with the knowledge 
and the skill which are potentially available. 

The services with which you are here most 
concerned are medical. From the beginning 
the Federal-State programs for aid the 
blind, the Social Security Board, many 
you know, has given special attention the 
medical implications these assistance pro- 
grams, One the first considerations had 
with the definition blindness, since 
the definition was involved the question 
eligibility itself. strict sense, course, 
blind person one who does not have any 
vision, but the Social Security Board realized 
that when Congress enacted the Social Se- 
curity Act, its primary concern was bring 
security people who, through circum- 
stances largely beyond their control, were 
faced not only with loss income but with 
loss self-esteem. 

The ten programs inaugurated under the 
Social Security Act have common aim 
the opportunities American 
families participate the social and eco- 
nomic life their times. This opportunity 
furthered the services give children 
chance for fair start life, prevent sick- 
ness and the dependency resulting from sick- 
ness, and help the handicapped regain 
place productive and satisfying activity. 

With such far-reaching objectives 


guide, the Social Security Board was not con- 
tent restrict the benefits assistance 
narrow definition blindness. The Board very 
early developed definition that with slight 
modification followed the earlier definition 
the American Medical Association for eco- 
nomic blindness. While the Board has 
authority make-acceptance this definition 
the States condition for approval state 
operating plans, the Board’s definition has 
been adopted with slight modification some 
cases all but one the states co-operating 
the aid the blind programs. 

With the acceptance this definition 
the part the states, very liberal definition, 
natural and necessary administrative de- 
velopment followed. Such definition can 
only applied physician with compe- 
tence this particular field medicine. 
Accordingly, standard was established re- 
quiring that applicants for assistance must 
have the fact blindness established the 
result eye examination “an ophthal- 
mologist physician skilled the diseases 
the eye.” 

All the state departments co-operating 
with the Board granting aid the blind 
have found administratively necessary 
designate physicians who are ophthalmolo- 
gists. Usually under state regulations the 
applicant allowed his choice examiner 
from among those the approved list. 
These approved lists have most cases been 
established ophthalmological advisory 
committees some official the State 
Medical Society. 

Another encouraging development the 
fact that thirty-five the states co-operating 
with the Board have found desirable either 
establish medical advisory committees 
composed outstanding ophthalmologists 
secure the services supervising oph- 
thalmologist who acts part-time consultant 
medical problems. 

requires little imagination see what 
all these developments have meant and 


will continue mean ever-increasing 
degree with respect the entire field 
prevention and correction. 

From the standpoint better under- 
standing the etiology eye diseases, the 
fact that each year throughout the country 
the findings thousands eye examinations 
are being properly recorded; that the eye con- 
dition responsible for blindness being indi- 
cated; and that the cause the eye condition 
being ascertained; have given assistance 
new and dynamic meaning. Coupled with 
this ever-increasing competence recording 
and ascertaining the facts, emerges the 
encouraging possibility that 
number persons can have their vision re- 
stored medical and surgical procedures. 

The encouraging results the medical 
field should stimulate more profound in- 
terest and deeper insight into the social 
aspects this problem. Much the hoped- 
for progress this direction rests upon the 
willingness and ability states establish 
and maintain high personnel standards. So- 
cial skill less important than medical 
skill dealing with the complex and often 
intricate problems that surround 
vidual with handicap that traditionally has 
been looked upon hopeless. were 
perfectly frank about this subject, sure 
many would say that some the 
attempts social amelioration have intensi- 
fied the feeling hopeless indifference rather 
than pointed the way toward common ex- 
periences and common enjoyments. Modern 
social work, given the same opportunity 
function that modern medicine having, 
could very short time demonstrate the 
tremendous possibilities that await the ap- 
plication its practice wider front. 
The state merit systems required under 
the Social Security Act amended should 
far toward insuring the employment 
competent personnel, specifically trained for 
the difficult tasks involved these welfare 
programs. merit systems, however, 
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must have public support based upon 
understanding and appreciation wha 
competent service means. 

The issuance cash assistance not 
simple procedure. Adequate assistance mug 
based upon standards established through 
the use scientific information and 
judgment with regard basic requirements 
for health and welfare. 

Fundamentally, the blind have the same 
basic needs the seeing, but the very 
nature his handicap, the blind 
may require special types aid that should 
taken into consideration planning his 
sistance payment. Additional requirements 
might include guide service, maintenance for 
Seeing Eye dog, telephone service, special 
provisions for electricity for the use the 
radio and Talking Books, well other 
goods and services assure adequate con- 
tent living, the preservation skills 
the individual, and the conservation his 
economic resources. More specifically, the 
blind individual does not need different 
kinds food from the seeing person, but, 
because often must shop telephone, 
cannot take advantage bargain sales, and 
thus the budgeted amount and quality his 
food may cost him more than would see- 
ing person. Likewise, the blind person more 
likely suffer accidents his clothing, and 
the same time less able his own 
laundering. Then too, there undoubtedly 
more wear shoes because tendency 
“feel one’s way with one’s feet.” For 
reasons the blind person requires additional 
allowance for clothing. opportunity fol- 
low sustained interests, vocational and 
tional, fundamental need blind per- 
sons, and the costs incidental such activities 
should included the budget. 

have stressed some detail the prob 
lem budgeting indicate that 
administered properly from the strictly 
nancial end, has constructive 
from the standpoint both economic 
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curity and social welfare. While the cate- 
gorical assistance programs under the Social 
Security Act are outgrowth the earlier 
forms poor relief and the limited pension 
movements more recent date, these pro- 
grams are giving public welfare richer 
meaning. For example, the Federal act pro- 
yides that assistance must given the 
form money payments the individual. 
This has been construed mean that the 
grants are for the unrestricted use the 
recipient. This provision and its construction 
are especially significant because the policy 
marks definite break from traditional relief 
poor-law procedures, that insures 
payment cash, regular income, and does 
not place the recipient under any obligation 
its use. 

When these provisions for aid the blind 
were first considered, and even after their 
enactment, concern was expressed some 
quarters that they might hinder rather than 
help the development specialized pro- 
grams having prevention and rehabilitation 
their primary objectives. Some fear also 
existed that the “pension” system would 
destroyed and that the needy blind would 
thrown back the uncertainties that had 
characterized much the general relief ad- 
ministration throughout the country. These 
misgivings, however, did not take into con- 
sideration prospect new and more stable 
welfare developments the several states 
result the stimulus provided the 
public assistance and other provisions the 
Social Security Act. 

The trend, during the past four years, has 
been definitely toward the administrative in- 
tegration all assistance categories state 
departments public welfare. And, addi- 
tion responsibility for the administration 
supervision various forms public as- 
sistance, these departments, 
number, are being given jurisdiction over 
welfare services, including programs con- 
with vocational training 


ment, and similarly related services that form 
part well-rounded public welfare pro- 
gram. 

From the standpoint blind individuals, 
would tremendous gain the concepts 
underlying their social treatment could rise 
above the idea affliction. The people 
afflicted have the same hopes and ambitions, 
the same disappointments and tragedies that 
sighted people have, and are subject limita- 
tions opportunities achieving adjust- 
ment life. Within the limitations the 
handicap blindness and other handicaps 
which vary among individuals, they should 
able achieve reasonably satisfactory ad- 
justment. But they need all the special 
services state can afford, including services 
that are not exclusively designed for their 
special handicaps. The realization this 
aim will depend pretty largely upon the suc- 
cess which attends the growth and develop- 
ment well-rounded and 
grated welfare services which public as- 
sistance, humanely administered and adequa- 
tely provided for, finds its proper function. 
Without such related services, cash assistance 
alone, particularly for handicapped groups 
may fall short reaching the constructive 
objectives social security. 

For long time, spite the efforts 
professional organizations individuals, 
the attitude that obtained the public mind 
was that the blind were group apart and 
should given special privileges, among 
them the dubious one the right ask 
for alms. Today being recognized that 
blind persons are human beings who have 
only one quality common, namely their 
lack physical vision. Every blind person 
essentially different each seeing per- 
son essentially different from every other 
seeing person. 

must recognized and accepted that 
equality opportunity the right every 
blind person the state just equality 
opportunity held the right every 


M an 
what 
Not 
rough 
social 
ments 
same 

vidual 
hould 
hi 

ments 
for 

pecial 
the 
other 
ills 
his 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


citizen—equality opportunity for training 
and employment and the pursuit activities 
that bring satisfying rewards. The goal 
clear. The methods use are progressively 
improving through research and experience. 
keep administration effectively geared 
purpose and method still remains the out- 
standing problem for the future. 


EARLY STANDARDS FOR HOME 
TEACHERS 


This year, 1940, the fortieth anniversary 
the first legislative enactment law 
provide educational facilities for newly 
blinded adults the United States. 
fitting, therefore, review the steps prelimi- 
nary this event. 

Prior 1900, graduates the Perkins 
Institution for the Blind had been teaching 
the adult blind their respective communi- 
ties, the school furnishing the materials, ap- 
paratus, and transportation expenses, the 
teachers volunteering their services. 

While this special bill was being considered 
the Massachusetts legislature, the Execu- 
tive Officers the State Board Education 
and the State Board Charities and Cor- 
rections held conferences discuss ways and 
means assuming the responsibility the 
teaching and expanding the work. 
advise them, they summoned their confer- 
ences blind consultant. This person was 
graduate Perkins Institution, and held 
diploma and certificate for teaching seeing 
children the public schools Boston. This 
consultant brought the conferences rich 
experience both the teaching field, and 
practical social service work. Advice from 
person this kind was felt imperative. 

Mr. Michael Anagnos, director Perkins 
Institution, was called upon organize and 
direct the work, and select the teachers. 
This did without salary, following the pro- 
cedure had suggested for the volunteer 


teachers. The newly blinded adults were 
producers; and that end they were 
taught make saleable articles else 
encouraged continue the business 
which they had previously been 
The pupils were encouraged any 
activity which would add their happy use- 
fulness; and for this reason were taught 
the reading tangible type and writing with 
pencil and stylus. 

Mr. Anagnos made three stipulations the 
selection his teachers. They must blind 
persons, the condition blindness would 
give immediate confidence pupil and 
family that the teacher had conquered the 
limitations and difficulties that blindness im- 
poses. Mr. Anagnos insisted that the best 
possible preparation that the State could give 
the blind should required from the 
teachers selected. This included graduation 
from Perkins Institution and also graduation 
from state normal school its equivalent. 
Experience teaching was the third require- 
ment for this work. 

The State Board Education heartily ap- 
proved these plans Mr. Anagnos and 
authorized his putting them into operation. 

Following the plan Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, 1904, organized home teach- 
ing for newly blinded adults. Delaware fell 
into line about this time, appointing for its 
first home teacher graduate from the 
Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction 
the Blind, who was also graduate 
Vassar College; New Jersey, 1910, adopted 
this same policy for home teaching the 
State. 

encouraging observe that the ideas 
originated Mr. Anagnos are still operative, 
and that the requirements for Home Teach- 
ers the present day are keeping pace with 
the educational and social service demands 
set forth the article “Home Teachers’ 
Qualifications” the Outlook for the Blind, 
December, 1939. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE SOCIAL WORK 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
SOCIAL WORK 


The Program Advisory Committee, jointly 
sponsored the American Foundation for 
the Blind and the National Society for the 
Prevention Blindness, announces the fol- 
lowing sessions the Prevention and Treat- 
ment Blindness the National Conference 
Social Work Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
May June inclusive: 


Monpay, May 


BLINDNESS 


Dr. Arlien Johnson, Dean, Graduate School 
Social Work, University Southern Cali- 
fornia, and President the Association 
Professional Schools Social Work, presid- 


ing. 


Statistical Measurements Guides 
Social Planning. Evelyn McKay, 
Social Research Secretary, American 
Foundation for the Blind. 


Social Characteristics Recipients 
Aid the Blind. Anne Geddes, 
Chief, Division Public Assistance Re- 
search, Social Security Board. 


Agency Looks Needs the Blind. 
George Meyer, Chief Executive 
cer, New Jersey Commission for the 


Blind. 


Discussant: Calvin Glover, Executive 
Secretary, Cincinnati Association for the 
Welfare the Blind. 


The Professional School Social Work 
Factor Work with the Blind. 
Mrs. Mary Clarke Burnett, Head, De- 
partment Social Work, Carnegie In- 
stitute Technology. 


Discussant: Mr. Kenneth Pray, 
Professor Social Planning and Ad- 


ministration, Pennsylvania School 
Social Work. 


May 


FOR RESTORATION SIGHT AND 
PREVENTION BLINDNESS THE AID THE 


Mary Hopper Spencer, Executive Direc- 
tor, District Columbia Society for the Pre- 
vention Blindness, presiding. 


Seen the Social Security Board. 
Ruth Blakeslee, Chief, Division Poli- 
cies and Procedures, Bureau Public 
Assistance, Social Security Board. 


Discussant: Benjamin Youngdahl, 
Associate Professor Social Work, 
George Warren Brown Department 
Social Work, Washington University. 


Seen State Prevention Worker 
the Field Public Welfare. Anna 
Harrison, State Medical Social Worker 
for the Blind, Louisiana Department 
Public Welfare. 


Discussant: Mrs. Eleanor Brown Mer- 
rill, Executive Director, National Society 
for the Prevention Blindness. 


May 


BLINDNESS 


Cauffman, Superintendent, Michi- 
gan School for the Blind, presiding. 


Case Approach Integrated Case- 
load. Harry Hayes, Supervisor, Divi- 
sion for the Blind, State Department 
Social Welfare, Kansas. 


Case Approach Differentiated Case- 
load. Murray Allen, Executive Secretary, 
Utah Commission for the Adult Blind. 


Beyond the Horizon, Col. Baker, 
General Manager, Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind, and President 
the American Association Workers 
for the Blind. 
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May 


Mrs. Mary Hopper Spencer, Executive Direc- 
tor, District Columbia Society for the Pre- 
vention Blindness, presiding. 


Among Children Four Rural Coun- 
ties. Eleanor Hearon, Director Social 
Service, Colorado General Hospital, 
Denver. 


Discussant: Dr. Ralph Sachs, Opthal- 
mologist, Children’s Fund Michigan. 


Among Older People. Margaret Wag- 
ner, Executive Secretary, The Benjamin 
Rose Institute, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Discussant: Marcella Cohen, Supervisor, 
Prevention Blindness Department, 
Pennsylvania Association for the Blind. 


NEW AGENCY WINS ITS SPURS 


The Associated Workers for the Conquest 
Blindness, Kansas City, Kansas, through 
their Work Center recently received their first 
order for flower baskets—two hundred fifty 
baskets completed, with containers, 
within ten days, both containers and baskets 
decorated. 

was our nerve that undertook 
fill the order,” says one the workers. This 
was due the fact that only one worker 
the group ten was skilled basket-maker, 
and only two others had received any instruc- 
tion the craft. The baskets were woven 
blind workers, the glue sizing and painting 
were done partially-sighted persons with 
one sighted assistant part the time. The 
painting was done with hand spray, this 
method less difficult for the partial-sighted 
worker, more rapid, and produces neater 
finish than does the brush. there was not 
time make special preparation for the 
painting, large paste-board carton was 


brought into service. With the carton laid 
its side and perforations made the bot- 
tom the box for the escape fumes, the 
work was fairly easily done. Not only the 
workers now have the satisfaction know- 
ing they can the work, but future orders 
are now prospect. 

The Kansas City, Kansas, Work Center 
maintained and sponsored the Associated 
Workers for the Conquest Blindness 
Kansas City, Kansas. The Center was 
opened last October, largely faith, there 
was hand only $175 which had been raised 
Tag Day for the Blind conducted the 
Associated Workers. The Center kept 
open the mornings Adult Education 
worker, partially-sighted young man who 
also gives instruction braille and the 
handcrafts. 

the afternoon the work done 
volunteer workers. Articles made the 
Center are leather-craft, rubber mats, rugs, 
bath mats, reed furniture and various articles 
fancy work. Two blind salesmen are 
giving some time house-to-house can- 
vassing. these, the city commissioners 
have granted free sales licenses. The Center 
has announced its willingness try sell 
any articles made blind workers outside 
the community, making charge 
per cent for sales commission help take 
care overhead expense. Total sales from 
the opening the Center the present time 
have amounted $447.40; total expense, in- 
cluding rent, light, material, wages work- 
ers, etc., $410.35. 

The Association sponsors the Center 
through Project Committee, consisting 
Mrs. Eleanor Wilson, State Worker for 
the Adult Blind, Chairman; Mrs. 
Logan, State Field Worker for the Adult 
Blind; Mr. Lawrence Hofflinger, and Miss 
Marie Garrahan, local workers. op- 


portunity secure the basket order came 
through Mrs. Ethel Seymour, State Home 
Teacher for the Blind. 
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TEACHING THE BLIND FIRST AID 
ANNUAL REPORT 


The Report Foundation ac- 
tivities for 1939 now available, and copies 
may had request. 


TEACHING THE BLIND FIRST AID 
The teaching First Aid the blind de- 


mands radically different approach from 
methods used under ordinary circumstances. 

With the sightless the instructor has two 
main problems confronting him. First, how 
present the subject, and second, how 
make the practical demonstration effective 
possible. 

The first problem can met only the 
way the instructor chooses his words 
form picture the minds those who 
can see only with their ears and fingers. 

The problem taking notes the class 
easily overcome, almost all students can 
use the braille system, abbreviating notes 
symbols almost quickly seeing person 
can write. 

Fortunately, the First Aid Service the 
New York Chapter the American Red 
Cross has transcribed braille the First Aid 
Textbook, and extra half-hour has been 
arranged the afternoon during which time 
braille reader will read over the subject 
matter which taken the evening. 

The second problem, that providing suc- 
cessful practical demonstrations, must met 
step step. This requires patience, and well 
selected words spoken slowly and clearly. 

the class follows the directions being 
given the teacher can easily see mak- 
ing himself understood, and can come once 
the rescue those who have not grasped 
the point the lesson. Soon, from time 
time, various more gifted members the 
class are able continue their tasks with- 
out further verbal instructions. 


One great difficulty presents itself every 


member the class: that is, the obstacle they 
have overcome applying bandages and 
listening the same time instructions. 

overcome this handicap advisable 
give individual instructions each pupil, 
which they follow step step their sense 
touch, until finally they complete the 
bandage and are now able grasp the pur- 
pose for which was applied. 

this with success, will neces- 
sary for the instructor help apply the 
bandage placing his hands over the hands 
the pupil and guiding them each move- 
ment. this specialized and individual- 
istic form contact, the instructor has 
bear mind how much more sensitive than 
his the sense touch his blind pupils, 
and he, too, will have make every effort 
develop nearly possible the delicacy 
his own movements, not confuse the 
sensitive hands his pupil—the specially de- 
veloped tactile sense the blind. The in- 
structor’s movements, especially when guid- 
ing his pupils’ hands, must agree with his 
spoken word. intelligent, enthusiastic in- 
structor will find that learning well 
teaching, and that, order teach well, 
literally goes hand hand with those who 
walk darkness and yet see much. 

the pupil progresses and his experience 
widens, his accuracy and neatness are source 
inspiration and encouragement the in- 
structor. 

The development his kinesthetic sense 
times considerable aid the blind 
student. For example, the blind experience 
little difficulty locating the pressure 
points. Their delicate, sensitive fingers move 
swiftly and accurately the proper spot, 
whereas students regular First Aid Classes 
are sometimes neither swift nor accurate. 

The blind are eager for First Aid Instruc- 
tion and have demonstrated that they are 
capable rendering real assistance when 
needed. 

Ernest 
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FOR THE BLIND 
West 16th Street, New York City 


Please send promptly notice 

change address, giving 

both old and new; always state 

whether the change tempo- 
rary permanent 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE $2.00 PER ANNUM 


WAGE AND HOUR LAW 


November, 1938, the Wage and Hour 
Administrator issued regulations granting 
temporary exemption from the requirements 
the Fair Labor Standards Act all shel- 
tered workshops under certain conditions. 
that time was stated that the Administrator 
intended appoint Advisory Committee 
make recommendations with respect 
permanent regulations and procedure provid- 
ing for the employment handicapped indi- 
viduals certain charitable institutions and 
organizations wages lower than the mini- 
mum wage applicable under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. Such Committee was ap- 
pointed March 22, 1939. 

This Committee met and considered the 
matters presented over extended 
period with the result that, meeting 
January 19, 1940, recommendation was 
made the Administrator. The formal min- 
utes this meeting included statement 
the position the members the Committee 
from the charitable institutions, follows: 


think for the purpose the record 
pertinent state the position such the 
members the Advisory Committee Shel- 
tered Workshops represent the charitable 
organizations and institutions, and such 
organizations and institutions themselves. 

Our position that the charitable institutions 
and organizations not fall within the purview 
the Fair Labor Standards Act, and that the 


formulation any regulations any other 
action which may taken ourselves them- 
selves regard such regulations, other- 
wise, reserve ourselves and for them the 
right raise the question any time 
whether such institutions organizations fall 
within the purview the Act, and take any 
action that may deemed advisable further- 
ance such position. 

Our action the matter construed 
one co-operation with the Administrator 
carrying out the purposes the Act. 


this statement, the representative the 
Administrator made the following reply: 


are not unfamiliar with the reservation 
rights, and understand the attitude the 
Sheltered Workshop group this regard, that 
they feel they are not covered the Act and 
that they are here the spirit co-operation. 

perhaps advisable for say that the 
General Consul the Wage and Hour 
sion has considered this matter carefully and 
frequently, and his considered opinion that 
workers Sheltered Workshops who are en- 
gaged commerce, the production 
goods for commerce, are entitled the benefits 
the Act, and, with that expression friendly 
disagreement, think can ahead. 


will seen from the above that the 
position the institutions was made clear, 
and that, notwithstanding any action they 
may take with regard the regulations 
any respect, has reserved for them the right 
raise the question any time whether 
they fall within the purview the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, and they may take any action 
they may deem advisable furtherance 
that reservation. Furthermore, any action 
they may take now the future regard 
the regulations, construed solely 
desire co-operate with the Adminis- 
trator carrying out the purposes the Act. 

The members the Committee from the 
charitable institutions were unanimous 
their belief that the institutions should co- 
operate every way possible bringing about 
and maintaining fair labor standards. 

Chairman, Advisory Com- 
mittee Sheltered Workshops for the Blind 
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TEACHERS’ CERTIFICATION 


Teachers the Blind announces that 
blanks for teacher’s applications for certifica- 
tion are now available teachers the blind 
and may obtained request from the 
Secretary the Committee, Dr. Potts, 
West 16th Street, New York. The stand- 
ards for certification teachers were adopted 
the 1938 meeting the American Associa- 
tion Instructors the Blind and may 
found the Proceedings that convention. 


STUDY TEACHERS’ SALARIES 


statistical study salaries teachers 
residential schools for the blind being made 
the Foundation. Practically all the 
schools are participating this study which 
one that has been frequently asked for 
educators this field. 


SCHOOL SURVEYS 


During the past few months surveys have 
been conducted member the Founda- 
tion staff the Alabama School for the Blind 
and the Department for the Blind the 
Arizona State School for Deaf and Blind. 
These surveys were the request the 
Superintendents the respective Schools 
concerned, and involve evaluation the 
services now being rendered the schools 
and recommendations for the extension and 
improvement their activities. 


TALKING BOOK APPROPRIATION 
BILL 


bill, (S. 3645) has been introduced 
Congress increase the Federal appropria- 
tion the Library Congress for literature 
Talking Book form from $75,000 per year 
per year. Senator Robert 


FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 
News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blind 


Wagner New York sponsored the bill 
the Senate, and Congressman Carolina 
New York has introduced the com- 
panion bill (H. 9236) the House. This 
legislation has the support the Chairmen 
the Legislative Committees the Ameri- 
can Association Instructors the Blind 
and the American Association Workers for 
the Blind. Its enactment will make possible 
considerable increase the number new 
titles published Talking Book form each 
year. 


TALKING BOOK EDUCATION 
PROJECT 


The Talking Book Education Project 
the American Foundation, through grant 
the Carnegie Corporation, introducing 
the Talking Book educational medium 
schools and classes for the blind. the 
present time experiments the comparative 
effectiveness Talking Book braille 
reading are being conducted co-operation 
with thirteen residential schools for the blind 
the United States. The purpose this 
study determine which kind material 
may most effectively set forth braille 
and which Talking Book. Talking Book 
presentation makes use dramatizations and 
sound effects “illustrate” short stories 
varied subject matter. 


TEACHER-TRAINING COURSE 


The summer school for colored teachers 
the deaf and the blind which was inaugurated 
1939 West Virginia State College, 
Institute, Va., will continued this year. 
The session will extend for nine weeks, from 
June August and Demonstration 
and Directed Teaching School will con- 
ducted during the last six weeks the session. 
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NEW STAFF MEMBER 


Mr. Edgar Probyn has joined the staff 
the Foundation Field Secretary. Mr. 
Probyn has had experience both the news- 
paper world and social work. was 
Y.M.C.A. Secretary Lock Haven and 
Pittston, Pa., and Augusta, Ga., and has 
also been connected with fund-raising activi- 
ties for the American Red Cross. 


CANES FOR GENERAL USE 


The Foundation has imported few canes 
which will sold blind people the 
following prices: East the Mississippi River, 
$1.50 postpaid; west the Mississippi, $1.60 
postpaid. 

These canes have crook handle, are light 
weight—weighing about six ounces—and 
taper from about three-quarters inch 
half inch thickness. The canes are thirty- 
seven inches length—one inch longer than 
standard commercial cane. They have metal 
tips, and may had either light brown, 
dark brown, medium grey. 

Orders for these canes should addressed 
the American Foundation for the Blind, 
Inc., West 16th Street, New York, 
and should accompanied money order 
check. 


FIELD SERVICE 


Surveys are being conducted the Foun- 
dation staff Cleveland, Chicago, and Min- 
neapolis. These surveys are made the 
express request the organizations con- 
cerned, and each instance are sponsored 
committee prominent citizens the com- 
munities. 

The Foundation field staff conducting these 
surveys, makes careful evaluation the 
work being done and submits recommenda- 
tions ways which the blind the 
community may more effectively served. 
Such reports are treated confidential until 
such time they are made public the local 
sponsoring committee. 


MONTANA STATE AGENCY 


The first step has been taken put into 
effect the law establishing state commission 
for the blind, which was enacted the 1939 
Montana legislature. Early January 
ernor Ayers appointed the five-member board 
the Commission. Those appointed are: 

Edwin Peterson, President, Montana 

School for the Deaf and Blind, 
man; 

Leif Fredericks, Supervisor, State Voca- 

tional Rehabilitation Service; 

Brandjord, Administrator, State De- 

partment Public Welfare; 

Callahan, Teacher, State School for 

Deaf and Blind; 


Mr. Peterson, Mr. Fredericks, and Mr. 
Brandjord are ex-officio members represen- 
tatives their respective departments the 
state government. 


RHODE ISLAND LEGISLATION 


bill has been passed the Rhode Island 
legislature transfer the Bureau for the 
Blind from the State Department Educa- 
tion the State Department Public Wel- 
fare. Aid the needy blind already admin- 
istered the State Department Public 
Welfare, and the purpose the new legisla- 
tion provide closer co-ordination serv- 
ices for the blind and aid the needy blind 
placing both phases the work under the 
same executive head. 


MERIT AWARDS 


Among the public welfare workers whom 
the American Public Welfare Association re- 
cently honored with merit awards for out- 
standing performance the job were Miss 
Annie Laurie Baker, Head, Bureau Aid 
the Blind, Minnesota State Department 
Social Security, and Mrs. Anne Owings, 


Chief, Division for the Blind, South 


State Department Public Welfare. 
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NECROLOGY 
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WILLIAM CARPENTER 


William Carpenter, who won the title 
“Most Popular Man Idaho” through 
poll conducted the Capital News 1931, 
died early February. 

Although blind and almost completely 
paralyzed arthritis, developed thriv- 
ing magazine business. Before was stricken 
with arthritis, Mr. Carpenter had begun 
promising career. was graduated with 
bachelor’s degree from the University 
Idaho 1923. After graduation, was for 
three years Superintendent Schools 
Deary. was first stricken with arthritis 
1927, and was left capable only slight 
movements his fingers and face. Although 
his mouth was paralyzed, learned form 
words his throat and developed pleasant 
speaking voice. began his magazine busi- 
ness his bed the hospital. 

During his residence the hospital, Mr. 
Carpenter organized the Idaho Progressive 
Society for the Blind and served its presi- 
dent. the fall 1939 linked the associa- 
tion with movement sponsored the Boise 
Antlers, young members the Elks Lodge. 
The lodge co-ordinated efforts with the so- 
ciety raise funds for the first annual “con- 
vention wheels,” designed 
southern Idaho blind with chance attend 
state-wide meeting. 

Mr. Carpenter’s conquering two handi- 
caps earned him nation-wide fame. 


DR. JOHN FINLEY 


the death, March Dr. John 
Huston Finley, the blind New York City 
and the whole nation, lost understand- 
ing and active friend. 

Few men took keener zest the sights 


the world around them than did Dr. Finley. 
Whenever possible, walked, that 
could see and take that world and not 
rushed through motor, train, plane. 
his daily walks and from home and 
office, his annual tramp around the periph- 
ery Manhattan Island, striding the hills 
and dales that section New Hampshire 
where made his summer home, following 
through Palestine head the American 
Red Cross the footsteps the old Crusad- 
ers, never missed the flora the fauna 
each scene failed delight the sudden 
beauty shifting light and shadow. him, 
through his eyes, nature spoke various 
language. Perhaps for this reason that 
Dr. Finley took the blind, and all progressive 
work for the blind, his heart. 

became president the New York 
Association for the Blind 1909 and served 
that capacity through twenty-six his 
busiest years. 1913 vacated that presi- 
dential chair temporarily for four years be- 
come Chairman the New York State Com- 
mission for the Blind. 

Although through his work these 
two offices that his name linked officially 
with work for the sightless, unofficially 
placed his abundant personal energy and en- 
thusiasm behind the achievements the other 
metropolitan agencies, and always gave his 
cordial co-operation the national agency, 
the American Foundation for the Blind. 

1921, after long academic career which 
included the presidencies his Alma Mater, 
Knox College, that the College the city 
New York, that the University the 
State New York, and professorships 
Princeton and Harvard, joined the edi- 
torial staff The New York Times. For 
years, that great paper, first editorial 
writer, and then Editor-in-Chief, used 
his influence and his facile pen behalf 
the many worthy causes that touched his 
heart. Through his exposition and argument, 
made known the work being done for the 


\- 
\- 
l- 
_ = 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


sightless both New York and nation- 
wide scale. 

His last visit the Foundation remains 
happy memory. was act master 
ceremonies the meeting which Helen 
Keller received the architect’s model her 
new home. 

was his pen which wrote the charming 
editorial “To Helen The New 
York Times, the occasion the opening 
Tribute Year 1937, which celebrated the 
anniversary Miss Keller’s meeting 
with her teacher-liberator, the late Anne Sulli- 
van Macy, and was his voice which rang 
through Carnegie Hall, during the intermis- 
sion the great orchestral concert given 
Miss Keller’s honor, stirring tribute her 
work for her fellow-sightless through the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 

Few men have their brief span years 
deeply busied themselves with the move- 
ments, the causes, and the agencies that have 
their aim the betterment mankind 
this continent and throughout the world. 
was his joy seeing the beauties the 
everyday world around him, well its 
wonders, which developed within him that 
inner comprehensive eye which, Masefield 
writes, enables man 


see 
Life, not the daily toil, but is, 
Lived its beauty eternity 
Above base aim, beyond our miseries; 
Life that speed and color and bright 
bliss, 
And beauty seen and strained for, and 
possessed 
Even star forever the breast. 


SUCCESS NOTE 


Begin Again, Alice Bretz has been 
listed “best seller” two leading New 
York newspapers, and the third printing 
this book has been practically exhausted. 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Scores blind people and hundreds 
their friends have been victimized cruel 
hoax which occurs various parts the 
country and which has been running now for 
over two years. According this hoax, 
blind person can secure Seeing Eye dog 
saving tinfoil, cigarette papers, empty paper 
match folders, etc. These stories are entirely 
without foundation, but 
dence placed them because hundreds 
thousands match folders have been saved 
for this purpose. this rumor should occur 
your area, hope that you will co-operate 
making immediate and emphatic denial 
your newspapers. 

The Seeing Eye employs solicitors 
any kind whatsoever, and anyone claiming 
represent the organization and accepting 
contributions for it, and who not identified 
with one the organization’s several com- 
mittees, which are composed outstanding 
citizens, should investigated for the pro- 
tection your community. The Seeing Eye 
does not participate in, nor authorize its 
name used connection with, any 
fund-raising events benefits, tag days, 
“sales,” any event for which tickets are 
sold, and any organization group claiming 
raise funds such manner for The 
Seeing Eye doing without authorization. 
Any activity this type should investi- 
gated for the protection your community. 

Although for efficiency operation The 
Seeing Eye maintains its headquarters 
Morristown, J., the school serves blind 
men and women all parts the country. 

The Seeing Eye has branches, and 
under circumstances would The Seeing 
Eye establish branch which was less 
tively staffed than headquarters. The pres- 
ent physical equipment sufficient meet 
the national demands for dog guides for 
sometime come. 
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Anticipating the post-war the volun- 
teer England interesting picture 
which described “War Casualties,” the 
leading article the February issue 
The New Beacon published the National 
Institute for the Blind, London. “No one 
knows whether ruthless war may not any 
moment add newly-blinded people the 
men, women, and children who are cared for 
national and local agencies for the blind 
throughout the country,” states the article. 
“We have prepared act, and act 
with the economy and efficiency which the 
blind welfare agencies now 
fortunately makes possible. Eye casualties 
may few numerous. They may occur 
only one area the country; several 
areas; many.” 

Anticipating the establishment tem- 
porary Retraining Centres for the newly- 
blinded, the article has the following say 
regarding volunteers: 


Retraining Centres will have well and 
skillfully staffed; places where they are estab- 
lished they will need host friends some 
whom, any rate, should well versed 
Braille and other aspects blind technique. 
Many the retrainees when they return home 
will for some years require more attention than 
can given them already overworked Home 
deed expected, that any urban area which 
becomes the target enemy bombs will take 
particular pride giving adequate help those 
its citizens who may blinded. will 
difficult, however, after this war find money 
for increased expenditure the social services, 
even the most pressing kind, and looks 
shall all have make great effort 
helpers reinforce Home Visitors and 
others professionally engaged blind welfare. 

There are, believe, many people who 
would readily attracted service this kind 
and who, they are not already acquainted 
with Braille and handicrafts, would willing 


VOLUNTEER SERVICE 


qualify such subjects. The immediate prob- 
lem how mobilize them for the task now 
contemplation. 

first step, the National Institute open- 
ing Register Workers for the Blind from 
which, hoped, workers, voluntary paid, 
may drawn required. should empha- 
sized that not intended attract voluntary 
paid workers for the blind away from the 
work they are now doing. Blind welfare war 
time must kept going maximum efficiency 
and cannot afford lose any service which 
now enjoys. The primary purpose the Regis- 
ter bring together the names people who 
are willing and able help emergency. 
But hoped that many them will, when 
the emergency past, glad give their serv- 
ices the blind and organizations for the blind 
their own home areas, and the Register should 
serve valuable subsidiary purpose, provid- 
ing avenue normal service the blind for 
number people who wish help and have 
natural abilities for the task, but feel the need 
for some instruction and training. Any names 
entered the Register will notified, with the 
consent the person concerned, the local 
Society for the Blind and hoped co-opera- 
tively provide facilities for any instruction 
which helpers may desire. 


interesting item the March issue 
The Lantern, published Perkins Institu- 
tion, Watertown, Mass., tells series teas 
given Cambridge for girls the Upper 
School Perkins. These teas were planned 
committee the Cambridge Volunteer 
Service Bureau under the direction Mrs. 
Arthur “The teas have been valuable 
experience for the girls, well source 
great pleasure,” states the announcement. 
“The ladies who have entertained have re- 
ported our girls delightful guests and they, 
too, have enjoyed the experience. The girls 
are planning return the hospitality en- 
tertaining their hostesses tea held 
the school April.” 

Moore. 
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NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND 


National Industries for the Blind has in- 
augurated informal Bulletin sent 
workshops for the blind every two months. 
This news letter will contain practical sug- 
gestions and new ideas for production, well 
information newly developed markets 
and sources supply for raw materials. 


Mr. Eric Wessborg, Superintendent, 
State Employment Institution for the Blind, 
Saginaw, Michigan, has taken out patent 
loom designed for blind weavers. 
Twenty these looms have been built, and 
they are said working out satisfactorily. 
Production blind weavers increased 
from three ten rugs per day without any 
hardship. These looms can secured cost 
any blind weavers blind workshops 
which weaving. For further information, 
address National Industries for the Blind, 
West 16th Street, New York, 


Mr. Herbert Geyer, Detroit, Michigan, 
who blind man, manufactures and sells 
broom-holder $20.00 per thousand, f.o.b. 
Detroit. The State Employment Institution 
for the Blind Michigan uses the holder 
part its merchandizing plan and gives one 
away with each one-dollar broom sold. 


Some months ago agencies for the blind 
were invited send articles suitable for 
gifts that would retail for $1.00 less. few 
responded and these samples were submitted 
Bausch Lomb Optical Company. They 
selected nine different hammered brass and 
pewter articles made the New York Guild 
for the Jewish Blind, and some hand-loomed 
neckties made the same agency. They have 
placed full page article their “House 
Organ,” which goes more than ten thou- 
sand dealers, offering set these articles 
dealers $5.00 wholesale (retail value 


$7.50). The ties are not offered for resale but 
for the dealers’ own use, $1.00 The 
magazine has just been issued and already 
some orders have been received. Upon request 
will send you copy this magazine. 


The Pittsburgh Branch the Pennsyl- 
vania Association for the Blind has been 
doing excellent sales promotion the ironing 
board covers which carry the Good 
keeping “Seal Approval.” appears that 
many more agencies for the blind could 
into the production this cover and take 
advantage the sales value the Good 
Housekeeping “Seal Approval.” Details 
the plan are available from 


The Tennessee Commission for the Blind 
Nashville has developed helpful produc- 
tion device its broomshop. Over each wind- 
ing machine, hangs rack constructed 
plain pieces wood, separated that 
dozen brooms can placed each slot. 
the blind operator finishes winding broom, 
swings overhead into this rack. This 
does away with trucks and brooms the 
floor, that the aisles are always clear. One 
day’s production allowed remain the 
rack, and, the end the day, the foreman 
has accurate check the amount work 
done each worker. The racks are cleared 
first thing the morning, and the brooms 
sent the stitching machines, ready for the 
day’s production. 


Dies for new rubber link have been de- 
signed National Industries for the Blind, 
and the links are being made the 
Rubber Company. The N.LB. representative, 
Mr. Schill, now trip through the 
Middle West explaining the different work- 
shops the production and sales plan 
for these mats. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


News items from agencies for the blind all parts the country are desired for these pages. 
All manuscripts should the Editor’s hands four weeks before the date publication. 


Catholic Centre for the Centre, with 
the help and co-operation Catholic Charities, 
planning build the near future new home for 
blind working-girls and home for aged blind 
women. 


New York Association for the Blind—The mem- 
ory the late Dr. John Finley was honored 
the blind March the Lighthouse when 
over 350 representative sightless men and women 
gathered the auditorium hear program 
music blind musicians and addresses dedicated 
Dr. Finley who, the time his death, had 
actively served the Association Vice-President for 
four years and President for twenty-two years. 
Miss Helen Keller and Mrs. Winifred Holt Mather 
were present and paid tribute Dr. Finley’s long 
and devoted service the blind. Mr. Thomas 
McLane, Treasurer the Association, presided 
the services. The invocation was given Dr. Ray- 
mond Knox. Other speakers included Miss Daisy 
Fiske Rogers, Secretary the Executive Committee 
the Board Directors; Mr. Septinelli, Field 
Agent; and Mr. Alan Blackburn, Director Social 
Welfare. The music program was presented 
blind musicians from the Lighthouse Music School, 
and the Lighthouse Vocal Quartet closed the meet- 
ing with two hymns. 


State Department Public Welfare (Arkansas). 
—Since the starting the new program for the 
blind Arkansas last fall, eight vending stands 
have been established public buildings which are 
giving employment ten persons. Plans for the in- 
stallation least two more stands the next 
two months have been completed. The establish- 
ment these stands was made possible through the 
co-operation local civic organizations, such 
Kiwanis and Lions Clubs. The State Association 
will convene May the new school for the 
blind which was dedicated last fall Helen Keller. 


Lighthouse for the Blind (El March 
the Council Jewish Women, Paso Chapter, 
sponsors the Lighthouse, arranged have the 


work the Lighthouse made into movie short. 
The film will shown local theaters promote 
interest work with the blind. The Lighthouse 
making toy furniture with special equipment de- 
veloped its shop. 


Canadian National Institute for the 
Salvation Army, which conducts canteens recrea- 
tion rooms connection with several troop-training 
centers Canada, has given the Canadian National 
Institute for the Blind permission handle tobacco 
some these concessions. result, two blind 
men Toronto, one London, and one Edmon- 
ton have been give such employment. Mrs. Joe 
Gallaher, blind resident St. James, Manitoba, 
won the first prize for pair knitted socks the 
London Exhibition last summer. Recently the sum 
$19 was raised for the Manitoba Red Cross when 
Mrs. Gallaher gave her prize-winning socks 
raffled the St. James Branch the Canadian 
Legion. One the features the Canadian 
National Exhibition the display craftsmanship 
blind workers. The competitions this special 
division are open anyone registered with the 
Institute. Competitors may secure entry blanks and 
any further information from the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition, Toronto, from the Canadian 
National Institute for the Blind, 166 Beverley Street, 
Toronto. Articles, which must received not later 
than July 25, may sent the Institute 
entered their proper classes. 


went through the school during the Annual Open 
House held Washington’s birthday. The 
register the Harvard Class has been compiled and 
may obtained all who are looking for indi- 
viduals well qualified for work with the blind. 
The Map-of-the-Month, which has been published 
for some time the WPA Project co-operation 
with Perkins, will hereafter published and dis- 
tributed the Howe Memorial Press Perkins 
alone, the WPA Project has been closed for the 
present. February the Deaf-Blind Depart- 
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ment Perkins gave Silver Tea honor the 
fiftieth anniversary the Volta Bureau, and con- 
tributed sum fifty dollars the fund being 
raised the Bureau. Six boys the Perkins 
Boy Scout Troop participated competition 
scout activities held Overbrook over the week-end 
the Perkins Chorus will broadcast over Stations 
WBZ and John Morrison, postgrad- 
uate student, taking special course the Nylin 
School Swedish Massage. Six Upper School 
pupils are taking course massage theory and 
practice the Physiotherapy Department. 


The Christian Record Benevolent 
The association now publishing magazine for 
children entitled The Children’s Friend. The staff 
the organization follows: Miss Edna 
Wallace, office clerk; Mrs. Armenta Zadina, proof- 
reader; Mr. Albert Macy, stereotyper; Mr. Dean 
Duffield, pressman; and Mrs. Rees, li- 
brarian. Mr. Rees the manager and editor. 


Michigan Employment Institution for the 
The Institution will assume direction the sales 
force throughout the state which markets the prod- 
ucts 150 blind persons Michigan. Since 1929 
private organization has disposed the products 
manufactured sightless persons. The new ar- 
rangement designed eliminate the unfair com- 
petition salesmen who have solicited business 
under the pretext helping the blind. The Michi- 
gan Social Welfare Commission, which has jurisdic- 
tion over the Institution, ratified the new plan 
March 27. Approval the plan has been obtained 
from Budget Director Gus Hartman, and ap- 
proximately forty salesmen got their official supplies 
the end March. Theodore Tykal will continue 
direct the sales force under state direction. Mr. 
Tykal was head the private organization that 
formerly disposed the products the Michigan 
blind. Under the new arrangement, with the sales 
staff working commission, the profits will 
turned back the Institution. 


Grand Rapids Public School Green, 
ten-year-old pupil the braille class the Ottawa 
Hills Elementary School, won the national poetry 
contest sponsored Camp Fire, Inc. Her award will 
presented the annual spring Council Fire. 
Sally was the youngest the competitors reach 


the finals the poetry contest which called for 
original poems subjects selected the girls 
themselves. Sally chose Leaves” her 


Utah Commission for the Adult Einar 
Magdiel has been appointed Consultant for the 
Blind the State Department Public Welfare 
charge the program medical and surgical eye 
care, liberalization Aid for the Blind, and other 
phases welfare work. fund has been set 
provide operations and treatment for persons 
ened with blindness. This service not restricted 
welfare clients, but offered any eligible citizen 
unable meet doctor hospital expenses, Mr. 
Magdiel former pupil the Utah School for 
the Blind, and graduated from the University 
Utah with A.B. degree sociology. was 
previously engaged work with the blind the 
Utah Commission for the Adult Blind. work- 
shop for the blind has been opened Ogden 
branch the shop Salt Lake City. Brush-mak- 
ing, reed-ware, rubber-mat making, mop-making, 
and caning will carried under the supervision 
Mr. James Smith. The Utah Association 
for the Blind, private group blind persons and 
their friends, donated five hundred dollars the 
Commission for hardwood floor the recreation 
Mr. Lee Lovinger, business man Salt 
Lake City, has contributed two hundred dollars 
the Utah District Lions Club send one two 
blind persons from the state The Seeing Eye for 
training with guide dogs. Two Utah men have 
already been sent Morristown for training, and 
two others will sent soon. The Lions have ap- 
pointed permanent committee supervise the 
fund: Mr. Lovinger; Mr. Skeen, former 
International Director the Lions; Mr. Murray 
Allen; and the Lions District Governor. 


Oregon Blind Trade School and Commission for 
the Blind—So that bus and street-car operators 
may know when blind men wish car stop, 
new white cane manual devised Mr. Buell 
has been approved the Portland Traction Com- 
pany. The blind man does “left shoulder arms” 
with his cane. Bus and traction companies are in- 
structing their drivers observe the signal. 


Kansas School for the graduates 
the Kansas School are now majoring music 
Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas. Miss Natalie 
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Miller, piano major, Junior, and Mr. Kenneth 
Heim, enrolled the general course 
the department music education, Sophomore. 
Miss Miller and Mr. Heim are the first sightless 
students ever enroll the college. 


Minneapolis Society for the Society 
has recently organized bowling team for young 
men. The newly organized team, which captained 
Glen Dobbin, will bowl every Wednesday after- 
noon. The Society plans organize other teams 
with the purpose forming complete league 
next recent meeting the Society, 
Mrs. Arthur Strong was elected President for the 
twenty-fourth consecutive term. Under Mrs. Strong’s 
leadership, the Society has progressed from serv- 
ice limited the work one secretary, and equip- 
ment consisting desk borrowed space, 
organization with its own building, full social 
welfare program, sheltered workshop, and home 
industries. The shops now occupy three floors 
modern factory building. Last year the organization 
gave employment seventy-four blind workers and 
paid them more than twenty thousand dollars 
cash earnings. 


Nebraska Association for the Blind—The Asso- 
ciation has been actively engaged for the past six 
months considering proposed legislation for the 
purpose determining what bills support the 
coming session the unicameral legislature which 
meets January, 


Central Association for the Blind (Utica, 
meeting the Board Directors the Asso- 
ciation, Mrs. Edna Dickinson was appointed 
Industrial Supervisor. 


Wisconsin School for the Blind—On January 
the local Rotary Club (Janesville) scheduled 
afternoon student concert and evening program 
David Rubinoff for the purpose raising money 
for Camp Rotamer. luncheon that noon Mr. 
Rubinoff was the guest the Rotarians and the 
course the conversation Rotarian Superintendent 
Longanecker mentioned that goodly number the 
students the Wisconsin School would the 
audience the afternoon concert, and that mem- 
bers the school student orchestra they were 
eagerly looking forward the occasion. Mr. Ru- 
binoff was immediately interested, said would 


like hear the orchestra, and would like have 
his picture taken with them. photographer was 
summoned, the orchestra quickly assembled, and 
the suggestion soon became reality. Under the 
direction Mr. Herbert Adams the orchestra 
played March Pontifical and two preludes 
Chopin. During the third selection, Danube Wave 
Waltz, Mr. Rubinoff took one the student violins 
and played group. After the impromptu 
program Rubinoff criticized the students’ playing, 
offered suggestions, and showed the group his 
Stradivarius valued one hundred thousand dol- 
long established custom the two literary 
societies the school (White Rose, Girls; Lincoln, 
Boys) have alternating years been the hosts and 
hostesses formal dance for the combined mem- 
bership the clubs. Saturday, January 27, the 
White Rose Club gave its party, Leap Year Formal 
Dance. All phases the occasion were handled 
student committees assisted faculty advisors. 
Money for the programs, orchestra, etc. was raised 
through doughnut-coffee sale that had been held 
month previously, and through dues and 
fines collected from members the course the 
year. Each girl selected her partner, and the dance 
programs were made out advance. 


New York Institute for the Education the 
Senior Chorus has made number 
appearances recently important radio programs. 
Among these were: The Lanny Ross Program over 
the Columbia Broadcasting System and Miss Single- 
ton’s Program over the same system. The third 
season Camp Wapanacki, Hardwick, Vermont, 
conducted exclusively for handicapped children, will 
open July for the boys and August for the 
girls. The closing dates are July for the boys 
and August for the girls. 


Montana School for the Deaf and Blind—The 
Montana Farmers’ Union held short course 
Great Falls recently, and approximately forty mem- 
bers the organization visited the school. Pupils 
the blind department presented musical program, 
and demonstration the teaching methods used 
instruct blind and partially blind pupils was 
given. The Junior League Great Falls de- 


posited the sum $150 the school account for 
the use the Girl Scouts. The money will used 
buy equipment, uniforms, and project material. 
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THE BLIND ART 


interest our readers opened the Museum 
Modern Art New York City. The title 
the exhibition “Visual and Non-Visual 
Art Expression,” and was arranged 
Viktor Lowenfeld, Professor the Art De- 
partment Hampton Institute, Hampton, 
Virginia. Professor Lowenfeld’s book The 
Nature Creative Activity was reviewed 
these pages some time ago, and the exhibition 
exemplifies the theories set forth this 
widely acclaimed work. 

The exhibition comprises eighty original 
paintings and drawings and sixty-four photo- 
graphs sculpture. Most the exhibits 
were made the students classes con- 
ducted Professor Lowenfeld the Blinden 
Institut Hohe Warte, Vienna. 

Professor Lowenfeld states that there are 
two creative types—the visual and the haptic 
type. “We can clearly distinguish the two 
creative types, both the products their 
creative activities and their attitude toward 
their own experiences. The one type mainly 
uses the eyes the intermediaries for his 
impressions, whereas the other type more 
concerned with its subjective experiences 
touch impressions and bodily feelings. have 
called the first type the ‘visual type’ and the 
latter the ‘haptic type’ 


“Having investigated thousands creative 
works all age groups blind and normal- 
sighted persons, found extreme cases both 
types—visual types among the blind and 
haptic types among 
pupils. 

blind person reacts visually able 
receive out his touch-impressions 
simultaneous imagination similar our 
visual images. Only per cent the 
totally blind individuals can come such 
impressions. The other extreme case 
normal-sighted person who does not use 
all his sight for his creative work. creates 
like blind person, using only his touch im- 
pressions and his bodily feelings. 

“These extreme cases, which are 
found means rarely (the exhibition in- 
cludes many them), show not only that 
the physical conditions not determine the 
creative type but also that the imaginative 
activity and even the ability give objective 
form the creations the imagination 
means depend the capacity see 
observe things.” 

The exhibition, which will close May 
has been attended thousands students, 
educators, and interested laymen. has not 
only received the favorable criticism art 
educators and the press, but also contributed 
convincing the public the ability the 
blind child the realm creative activity. 


FORM BEQUEST 


give and bequeath the 


American Foundation for the Blind, 
Delaware Corporation) 


West 16th Street, New York, 


the sum 


for the general use said corporation. 


(Signature) 
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POSITIONS WANTED 


POSITIONS WANTED 


man, hold- 
ing M.A. degree, desires position school 
for the blind vocational counsellor, 
teacher, health director. Address: E., 
care Outlook for the Blind. 


CONVENTION 


The Thirty-fifth Biennial Convention 
the American Association Instructors for 
the Blind will meet the Western Pennsyl- 
vania School for the Blind Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, June 27. 

Those attending the convention can 
housed the School the rate $2.50 per 
day. Since the School’s accommodations are 
limited 180 guests, accommodations may 
also had the Webster Hall Hotel, one 
block from the School, the Schenley 
Hotel, four blocks from the School. Delegates 
housed outside the School may secure meals 
the School fifty cents each. 

All requests for reservations should ad- 
dressed Superintendent Joyce, West- 
ern Pennsylvania School for the Blind, Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 


MOON PUBLICATIONS 


Per vol. 
Great Books Re-told Short 
Stories, Praga. (Com- 


pletion Vol. .... 


4340 Hymns for Lent, 


4357-62 Flowers for the Judge, 
Allingham. 
tion) vols 


Moon Alphabet Metal. 


2d. 


For Profitable Leathercraft 


you need ‘dependable materials low 
prices. Order from Robert Golka Co. 


Brockton, Mass. Illustrated catalog 
will sent free. Listed Home Teachers 


may apply for free samples. 


SPORTS FOR BLIND WOMEN 


Early last spring the Toledo Society for the 
Blind organized gym and swimming class 
for blind women the Y.W.C.A. The ex- 
amining physician remarked when she was 
giving the required physical examination 
this group, “They will have grand time 
trying swim, but most those women are 
too old learn.” are happy report now 
that almost every member has learned 
swim and all those who have reported 
regularly can swim. Two women, past fifty 
years age, totally blind, can swim the 
length the pool. They have been blind all 
their lives and having never seen anyone 
swim, they tell amusingly how they thought 
this feat was accomplished before they learned 
the stroke. Each Monday afternoon half 
hour spent the gymnasium under the 
supervision good instructor, then gym 
suits are discarded, shower taken, and 
bathing suits donned for swimming. The 
pays half the piano player’s salary 
the gym, and the Society pays the other 
half. The Y.W.C.A. supplies the suits and the 
instructor for the pool, and the Society pays 
five cents per suit have them sterilized. The 
Society pays transportation one way the 
“Y” and the members the class pay one 
way. Annual physical examinations are given 
gratis the woman physician 
From the Report the Toledo So- 
ciety for the Blind. 
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


The Seeing Eye. 

Hayes, pioneer home teacher, was 
for more than twenty-five years Executive 
Officer the New Jersey Commission for 
the Blind. 


Ernest Hoyer Instructor First Aid 
for the New York Chapter the Ameri- 
can Red Cross. 


Perer Associate Director the 


Bureau Public Assistance, Social Security 
Board. 


Braille Reading and Writing, 
College, Columbia University, the author 
You Can Learn Read Braille. 


ScHUMACHER associated with the 
Bureau Public Assistance the New 
York State Department Social Welfare, 


Industrial Home for the Blind, (Brooklyn, 
Y.) and Vice-President National 
dustries for the Blind. 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 
West 16th Street, New York, 


paying 
Name ... 
Business Address 


Io per annum 


per annum dation 
100 per annum 


Must actively engaged connected with work for the blind. 
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